Valencia College

ENC0027C- Developmental Reading and Writing

Course Syllabus
Session: Fall 2014   CRN#: 17765 & 18332

Instructor: Yesenia M. Santiago
Office Phone: N/A
Office Hours:  Online via Blackboard chat area on designated days.

Important Notice: This course is fully online; however, the final exam will be given at any of the Valencia College's testing centers. 
REQUIRED MATERIALS:
Textbook: Integrated Reading and Writing customized for Valencia College by 

McGraw Hill Education with access to Connect online instructional resources
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
An integrated reading and writing course designed for students scoring 84-103 on the reading portion of the PERT exam and/or scoring 90-98 on the writing portion of the PERT exam. The course will focus on reading comprehension, vocabulary skills, grammar, and essay writing. In addition, the course will address the connection between reading and writing through reading response activities.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
This course is designed to help students develop successful skills and strategies in the following key areas and as detailed in the “Course Outcomes:”

· Literal Comprehension

· Critical Thinking

· Active Reading

· Writing as a Process

· The Structure and Elements of an Essay

· The Structure, Grammar, and Conventions of Standard American English

· Writing as a Tool for Success in College
COURSE OUTCOMES:
· Students will demonstrate literal comprehension of interdisciplinary texts
· Student will be able to differentiate between major and minor supporting details 

· Student will be able to identify stated main ideas and supporting evidence 

· Student will be able to recognize thesis statements 

· Student will be able to recognize how transitions signal the development of relationships between ideas 

· Student will be able to summarize text and restate in a meaningful manner
· Students will apply inferential skills for a deeper level of comprehension.
· Student will be able to draw logical conclusions based on evidence 

· Student will be able to differentiate between inferences and assumptions 

· Student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of figurative and connotative language

· Student will be able to recognize an author's purpose 

· Student will be able to discriminate between fact, opinion, and false facts 

· Student will be able to recognize an author's bias 

· Student will be able to determine the tone of a passage 

· Student will be able to identify implied main ideas and supporting details 

· Student will be able to determine patterns of organization within a passage 

· Students will apply active reading strategies to improve comprehension.
· Student will be able to recognize the role that personal experience and/or prior knowledge plays in reading comprehension

· Student will be able to modify/adjust reading rate as appropriate for the situation

· Student will be able to preview and predict text 

· Student will be able to apply note taking strategies during class and lab activities and with reading assignments 

· Student will be able to document interaction with text
· Students will be able to write a unified, developed, logically-organized essay.
· Student will be able to create a thesis 

· Student will be able to construct an introductory paragraph to set up the thesis 

· Student will be able to construct body paragraphs that focus on one idea 

· Student will be able to develop ideas with specific and concrete details 

· Student will be able to organize paragraphs in a logical sequence
· Students will apply the conventions of standard American English as appropriate for academic writing.
· Student will be able to construct sentences with at least one independent clause 

· Student will be able to employ appropriate coordinating and subordinating conjunctions and correct punctuation to combine ideas in discrete sentence units 

· Student will be able to use verb forms that accurately indicate the time and/or manner of an action

· Student will be able to maintain agreement between subjects and verbs 

· Student will be able to choose pronoun forms to clearly indicate and agree with the person or thing referred to 

· Student will be able to apply standard practices in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
CORE COMPETENCIES:
Core Competencies:  Valencia’s faculty has defined four interrelated competencies that prepare students to succeed in the world community.  This course, through classroom lecture and discussion, group work and other learning activities, will provide opportunities to develop your mastery of these core competencies:

· VALUE: make reasoned value judgments and reasonable commitments
· THINK clearly, critically, and creatively. Analyze, synthesize, integrate and evaluate in many domains of human inquiry
· COMMUNICATE with varied audiences using varied means
· ACT purposefully, reflectively and responsibly
BLACKBOARD ASSIGNMENTS OVERVIEW
There will be both graded and non-graded assignments though Blackboard. Blackboard non-graded assignments are necessary preparation for full comprehension of concepts and necessary practice of the skills for each chapter. They include assigned readings, review of PowerPoint presentations, assignments to practice skills, online tutorials, and additional practice accessed through Web links. Each week you are required to complete all assignments as listed in the module table of contents by the specified due dates. 
Grading Scale (points):

Grading Scale (percentages):



900-1000 = A


90 – 100 = A


800– 899   = B



80 – 89 = B

700 – 799   = C



70 – 79 = C

600 – 699   = D



60 – 69 = D

599 –below = F



59 –below = F
Grade Distribution (points): 


Grade Distribution (percentages):
100
Attendance




10% 
Attendance





50
Support Center Consultation

5% 
Support Center Consultation

300
Essays





30% 
Essays

200
Discussion Boards



20%
Discussion Boards

250
Quizzes, Connect activities

25%
Quizzes, Connect activities

100 
Final Exam




10%
Final Exam

FINAL EXAMINATION:
Final Exam Week: December 8-12th. You must take the final exam at one of the Valencia College's testing centers.

ATTENDANCE 
Online attendance is required.  You are expected to be an active participant in all discussions, chats and group work. Class attendance and participation are significant factors that promote college success. As part of the new “Start Right” program, students that do not SHOW (at least log into the course and complete the START HERE MODULE) during the first week of class may be withdrawn with no further notice. After 10 days of you not logging into the course, you will receive an email notification from me. If I do not hear back from you within 48 hours, you will be dropped.
SUPPORT CENTER CONSULTATION
You will be required to visit the Support Center at least one time during the semester to participate in a writing consultation. This will count towards your course grade.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Students requiring special accommodations must provide official documentation from the Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss special needs with the professor, preferably in the first week of class. In accordance with Title IX, if you are pregnant, or become pregnant during this class, please see your professor for any needed accommodations.

WITHDRAWAL POLICY:
A student who withdraws from class before the withdrawal deadline of November 7, 2014 will receive a grade of “W.”  A faculty member is permitted to withdraw a student from the faculty member's class up to the beginning of the final exam period, for violation of the faculty member's attendance policy, as published in the faculty member's syllabus. A student is not permitted to withdraw from this class after the withdrawal deadline; if you remain in the class after the withdrawal deadline, you can only receive a grade of A, B, C, D, F or I. An I grade will only be assigned under extraordinary circumstances that occur near the end of the semester.  If you receive an I, the work missed must be made up during the following semester, at which time you will get an A, B,C,D or F.  Failure to make up the work during the following semester will result in you getting a grade of F in the course.  Any student who withdraws from this class during a third or subsequent attempt in this course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  
 http://valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75.
STUDENT ETHICS:
Students are expected to abide by the college’s honesty policy and code of conduct as stated in the catalog. Cheating is NEVER acceptable. Submitting someone else’s work as your own, plagiarism, copying another student’s answers, and giving your answers to other students are all forms of cheating.  Any student involved in cheating will receive a “0 for that assignment. Any additional action deemed necessary will be taken at the discretion of the instructor.

GENERAL  INFORMATION:
Student Assistance Program: Valencia College is interested in making sure all students have a rewarding and successful college experience. To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management, as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home, or work. BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
LINKS TO THE COLLEGE CATALOG, POLICY MANUAL, AND STUDENT HANDBOOK:
College Catalog – http://www.valenciacollege.edu/catalog/  

Student Handbook – http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/campusInformationServices.cfm  

Policy Manual - http://www.valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/ 

Student Code of Conduct - http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=180&volumeID​_1=8&navst=0  

Smoke Free Campuses – http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/documents/Valencia_Smoke_Free_Policy_and_Procedure.pdf 
IMPORTANT DATES:

Holidays (college is closed):   


Sept. 1st     





Nov. 26-30


Faculty work day: No classes held at the West campus on Oct. 9

      
No Show Period- Sept. 3-11





Final Exam week- Dec. 8-12


Final Grades Posted- Dec. 16t

Drop/Refund deadline – Sept. 2nd (full term) 


Withdrawal deadline for a grade of “W”-  Nov. 7th (full term) 
Note: You must withdraw before or on this date to receive a “W.” If you withdraw after this date, you will receive an “F” in the course. 
DISCLAIMER:
The instructor reserves to the right to make changes to the syllabus and course outline at any time during the semester. Any changes will be announced in the form of a revised syllabus or announcement via Blackboard or Atlas email. It is your responsibility to communicate with your instructor to ensure you do not miss critical information.  
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